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ingly invented all sorts of ideal ones, little preferences
and petty distinctions, which answered his purpose as
well.

He was exceedingly jealous of the attention paid him.
Not only did he notice the presence of the most distin-
guished courtiers, but those of inferior degree also. He
looked to the right and to the left, not only upon rising"
but upon going to bed, at his meals, in passing through
his apartments, or his gardens of Versailles, where alone
the courtiers were allowed to follow him; he saw and
noticed everybody; not one escaped him, not even those
who hoped to remain unnoticed. He marked well all
absentees from the Court, found out the reason of their
absence, and never lost an opportunity of acting toward
them as the occasion might seem to justify. With some
of the courtiers (the most distinguished), it was a de-
merit not to make the Court their ordinary abode; with
others it was a fault to come but rarely; for those who
never or scarcely ever came it was certain disgrace.
When their names were in any way mentioned, <(I do
not know them,}) the King would reply haughtily. Those
who presented themselves but seldom were thus char-
acterized: (<They are people I never see**; these decrees
were irrevocable. He could not bear people who liked
Paris.

Louis XIV. took great pains to be well informed of
all that passed everywhere; in the public places, in the
private houses, in society, and familiar intercourse. His
spies and tell-tales were infinite. He had them of all
species; many who were ignorant that their information
reached him; others who knew it; others who wrote to
him direct, sending their letters through channels he in-
dicated; and all these letters were seen by him alone,
and always before everything else; others who sometimes
spoke to him secretly in his cabinet, entering by the
back stairs. These unknown means ruined an infinite
number of people of all classes, who never could dis-
cover the cause; often ruined them very unjustly; for
the King, once prejudiced, never altered his opinion, or
so rarely, that nothing was more rare. He had, too,
another fault, very dangerous for others and often for